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Rift in Idaho GOP exposed amid multistate water rule lawsuit 


Idaho Attorney General candidate Rep. Raul Labrador delivers his acceptance speech during the Idaho Republican Party 2022 
General Election Night Celebration at The Grove Hotel in Boise, Idaho, Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By REBECCA BOONE 
Associated Press 
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Some 
top officials in Idaho are 
raising alarms over the 
Republican attorney gen- 
eral’s decision not to join 
a 24-state lawsuit against 
waterway protections by 
the Biden administration. 
Instead, the state will be 
joining another lawsuit filed 
in Texas, which Idaho At- 
torney General Raul Labra- 
dor’s office says is a better 
fit for his state’s interests. 
Emails obtained via a pub- 
lic records request hint at 
a potentially deep rift be- 
tween 
Idaho’s 
attorney 
general and other state 
GOP leaders, including the 
governor. 
Labrador’s decision is un- 
expected. 
Idaho 
Gov. 
Brad Little led the multi- 
state coalition of Republi- 
can governors — from Vir- 
ginia to Alaska — opposing 
the federal water rule. 
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Attorneys general in those 
states then started working 
together to follow up with 
a lawsuit. Labrador was 
invited to join the suit, but 
didn’t. 
Labrador’s office did not 
inform Little or the leaders 
of the relevant state agen- 
cies that the group lawsuit 
was happening before it 
was filed without Idaho, ac- 
cording to the requested 
public documents. State 
law makes Labrador the 
attorney of record for most 
state agencies, and histori- 
cally the attorney general’s 
office has consulted with 
the agencies about poten- 
tial litigation. 
“We were not consulted 
and knew nothing about 
the lawsuit until after it was 
filed,” wrote Jess Byrne, the 
director of the Idaho De- 
partment of Environmental 
Quality, in a Feb. 23 email 
to the governor’s office. 
Byrne called the situation, 
“very concerning to say 
the least.” 
The governor learned the 
lawsuit 
was 
happening 
through a press release 
from Wyoming’s governor, 
Little’s spokesperson Emily 
Callihan told The Associat- 
ed Press via email. Labra- 
dor’s office only reached 
out after the governor’s 
staffers 
began 
asking 
about the suit, she said. 
There’s no love lost be- 
tween Little and Labrador, 
who run in different fac- 
tions within Idaho’s divided 


GOP. The attorney general 
previously sought the gov- 
ernor’s seat, but lost to Little 
in the 2018 primary. 
Late Thursday, Labrador’s 
office told the AP he’s 
been leading on the issue, 
and that Little’s office was 
notified nearly a week ago 
about 
Labrador’s 
plans. 
The statement said Labra- 
dor was glad the 24-state 
coalition is also fighting 
what he believes is an “un- 
constitutional power grab.” 
“After taking a careful look 
at the two cases,” Labra- 
dor’s spokesperson Beth 
Cahill wrote Thursday, “the 
AG determined that litigat- 
ing alongside Texas makes 
better strategic sense for 
our state because Idaho’s 
unique interests and ar- 


guments will be front and 
center. 
“We prefer to litigate this 
issue in the courts rather 
than through the press,” 
she added. 
The multistate lawsuit is led 
by West Virginia’s attorney 
general, who reached out 
to other states directly. The 
deadline to reply was Feb. 
14, according to West Vir- 
ginia’s request. The lawsuit 
was filed Feb. 16 in federal 
court in North Dakota. 
Meanwhile, the Texas law- 
suit had been filed Jan. 18. 
A hearing on a motion to 
put the federal water rules 
on hold is scheduled less 
than three weeks away. 
During his 2022 campaign 
for attorney general, Lab- 
rador called for faster and 


more aggressive represen- 
tation when fighting what 
he deemed federal over- 
reach on things like the 
Clean Water Act. 
“This is the federal govern- 
ment encroaching on the 
people of Idaho, on the 
sovereignty of the state of 
Idaho, and he refuses to 
lend a hand,” Labrador 
said, referring to the in- 
cumbent attorney general, 
Lawrence Wasden, during 
a TV debate. 
The new water rules de- 
fine which “waters of the 
United States” — often 
called “WOTUS” — are pro- 
tected by the Clean Water 
Act. The most recent rule 
change came late last 
year when President Joe 
Biden’s administration re- 


pealed a Trump administra- 
tion rule, and largely went 
back to definitions in place 
prior to 2015. 
And the rules are always 
contested. 
Environmen- 
tal groups push for defini- 
tions that would broaden 
limits on pollution entering 
the waterways. Agriculture 
groups, 
developers 
and 
other industries lobby for 
definitions that would re- 
duce federal protections 
and ease burdens on busi- 
nesses. 
Last year, the U.S. Supreme 
Court heard a business- 
backed appeal from a 
northern Idaho couple who 
wanted to build a home 
close to Priest Lake. The 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 
ordered 
Chan- 
tell and Michael Sackett 
to stop work on the prop- 
erty in 2007, determining it 
was part of a wetland and 
could not be disturbed 
without a permit. The Su- 
preme Court has not yet is- 
sued a ruling. 
When 
similar 
multistate 
lawsuits have been in the 
works, the Idaho attorney 
general’s office has noti- 
fied state agencies to see 
if they want to join, Byrne 
wrote in an email to the 
governor’s 
office. 
That’s 
because the agencies are 
the “client that would have 
a substantial interest and 
legal standing in the mat- 
ter.” “It would have been 
our recommendation to 
join the lawsuit had we 
been given the opportu- 
nity,” Byrne wrote.q 


By ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
officials returned two Paki- 


stani brothers to their home 
country 
Thursday 
after 
holding them two decades 
without charges at the 


Guantanamo Bay military 
prison.Abdul and Moham- 
med Rabbani were the 
latest detainees to be re- 
leased from U.S. custody as 
the U.S. moves toward emp- 
tying and shutting down 
the prison. The George W. 
Bush administration set it up 
at a naval base in Cuba for 
extremist suspects rounded 
up after the Sept. 11, 2001 
al-Qaida attacks on the 
United States. 
The two brothers were origi- 
nally transferred to U.S. cus- 
tody after Pakistani officials 


arrested them in their home 
city of Karachi in 2002. U.S. 
officials accused the two of 
helping al-Qaida members 
with housing and other low- 
er-level logistical support. 
The brothers alleged tor- 
ture while in CIA custody 
before being transferred to 
Guantanamo. U.S. military 
records describe the two as 
providing little intelligence 
of value or recanting state- 
ments made during inter- 
rogations on the grounds 
they were obtained by 
physical abuse. 


The U.S. military announced 
their repatriation in a state- 
ment. It gave no immedi- 
ate information on any 
conditions set by Pakistan 
regarding their return there. 
“The United States appreci- 
ates the willingness of the 
Government of Pakistan 
and other partners to sup- 
port ongoing U.S. efforts 
focused on responsibly re- 
ducing the detainee popu- 
lation and ultimately clos- 
ing the Guantanamo Bay 
facility,” the Defense De- 
partment said.q 


A man hooks a fish on the Snake River in Idaho Falls, Idaho on Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020. 


Associated Press 


2 Pakistanis leave Guantanamo after 
20 years without charges 


In this photo reviewed by U.S. military officials, a flag flies at 
half-staff in honor of the U.S. service members and other victims 
killed in the terrorist attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, at Marine 
Corps Security Force Company, Aug. 27, 2021, in Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Base, Cuba. 
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By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
U.S. first lady Jill Biden gave 
one of the clearest indica- 
tions yet that President Joe 
Biden will run for a second 
term, telling The Associated 
Press in an exclusive inter- 
view on Friday that there’s 
“pretty much” nothing left 
to do but figure out the 
time and place for the an- 
nouncement. 
Although Biden has long 
said that it’s his intention to 
seek reelection, he has yet 
to make it official, and he’s 
struggled to dispel ques- 
tions about whether he’s 
too old to continue serving 
as president. Biden would 
be 86 at the end of a sec- 
ond term. 
“How many times does he 
have to say it for you to be- 
lieve it?” the first lady said 
in Nairobi, the second and 
final stop of her five-day trip 
to Africa. 
She added, “He says he’s 
not done. He’s not finished 
what he’s started. And 
that’s what’s important.” 
Granddaughter 
Naomi 
Biden, who is on the trip, 
cheered the first lady’s 
comments after the inter- 
view. 
“Preach nana,” she said on 
Twitter. 
Biden aides have said an 
announcement is likely to 


come in April, after the 
first 
fundraising 
quarter 
ends, which is around the 
time that President Barack 
Obama officially launched 
his reelection campaign. 
The first lady has long been 
described as a key figure in 
Biden’s orbit as he plans his 
future. 
“Because I’m his wife,” she 
laughed. 
She brushed off the ques- 
tion about whether she 
has the deciding vote on 
whether the president runs 
for reelection. 


“Of course he’ll listen to me, 
because we’re a married 
couple,” she said. But, she 
added later, “he makes up 
his own mind, believe me.” 
The wide-ranging interview 
took place on the anniver- 
sary of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, and Jill Biden 
recalled her trip into the 
country last May to meet 
the besieged country’s first 
lady, Olena Zelenska. 
They visited a school that 
was being used to help mi- 
grants who fled the fight- 
ing. Some of the families, Jill 


Biden said, had hid under- 
ground for weeks before 
making their escape. 
“We thought then, how 
long can this go on? And 
here we are, a year later,” 
she said. “And look at what 
the Ukrainian people have 
done. I mean, they are so 
strong and resilient, and 
they are fighting for their 
country.” 
“We’re all hoping that this 
war is over soon, because 
we 
see, 
everyday, 
the 
damage, the violence, the 
horror on our televisions,” 


the first lady added. “And 
we just can’t believe it.” 
Jill Biden also spoke exten- 
sively for the first time about 
her skin cancer diagnosis, 
which led doctors to re- 
move multiple basal cell le- 
sions in January. 
“I thought, oh, it’s just 
something on my eye, you 
know,” she said. “But then 
they said, no, we think it’s 
basal cell.” 
Then doctors checked her 
chest, she said, and they 
said “that’s definitely basal 
cell.” 
“So I’m lucky,” the first lady 
said. “Believe me, I am so 
lucky that they caught it, 
they removed it, and I’m 
healthy.” 
Raising awareness about 
cancer screening has been 
a cornerstone of her advo- 
cacy efforts for years, even 
before her son, Beau, died 
from a brain tumor almost a 
decade ago. 
She often says the worst 
three words anyone can 
hear are “you have can- 
cer.” When it was her turn 
to hear a doctor say that, 
Jill Biden said, “it was a little 
harder than I thought.” 
Now, she said, she’s “ex- 
tra careful” about sun- 
screen, 
especially 
when 
she’s at the beach, which 
she described as “one of 
my favorite places in the 
world.”q 


First Lady of the United States Jill Biden speaks as she meets Kenyan women leaders at the U.S. 
ambassador’s residence in Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, Feb. 24, 2023. 


Associated Press 


The AP Interview: Biden ready to run, U.S. first lady says 


By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — An 
appeals court has struck 
down a federal fisheries 
management rule requir- 
ing operators of privately 
owned charter boats to 
equip their vessels with 
tracking devices, a victory 
for a group of Louisiana 
and Florida charter opera- 
tors who challenged the 
rule in a 2020 lawsuit. 
Thursday’s ruling by a panel 
of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New Orleans 
reversed a lower court de- 
cision upholding the regu- 
lation, which had been de- 
veloped to help regulators 


keep track of the amount 
of fish caught on recre- 
ational charter vessels. 
Rejecting government ar- 
guments, the panel said 
that tracking devices are 
not the type of equipment 
regulators can require on 
recreational vessels under 
a federal fishing regulation 
law passed by Congress 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 
And it said regulators, in 
adopting the rule, failed to 
adequately consider char- 
ter 
operators’ 
concerns 
that the regulation may 
violate Fourth Amendment 
protections against unrea- 
sonable searches. While 
not ruling on the regula- 


tion’s constitutionality, the 
opinion written by Judge 
Jennifer Walker Elrod said 
it “very likely violated the 
Fourth Amendment.” 
Charter 
operators 
have 
complained that the re- 
quirement 
imposed 
a 
costly, needless burden on 
charter operators. Lawyers 
for the operators say char- 
ter operations account for 
a tiny percentage of fishing 
done in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Along with Elrod, nominat- 
ed to the court by Presi- 
dent George W. Bush, the 
case was decided by judg- 
es Priscilla Richman, also a 
George W. Bush nominee; 
and Andrew Oldham, a 


nominee of President Don- 
ald Trump. 
“The rights of all charter 
boat fishing businesses in 
the Gulf of Mexico have 
been vindicated,” John J. 
Vecchione, 
an 
attorney 
with the conservative New 


Civil Liberties Alliance, said 
in a news release. The or- 
ganization had represent- 
ed charter operators in the 
lawsuit. 
Federal 
fisheries 
officials 
declined 
immediate 
comment.q 


In a Friday April 6, 2012 photo, charter fishing boats go in and 
out of Destin Harbor in Destin, Fla. 
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U.S. Court strikes down charter boat 
tracking rule 


U.S. NEWS 
Saturday 25 February 2023 
A4 


By STEVE LeBLANC 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — As Con- 
necticut state Rep. Quentin 
Williams was driving home 
from the governor’s inau- 
guration ball last month, he 
was struck head-on by a 
driver who had entered the 
highway using a ramp go- 
ing in the wrong direction, 
killing both Williams and 
the driver. Williams’ death 
threw a spotlight on a kind 
of car accident that is par- 
ticularly 
deadly: 
wrong- 
way crashes. Each year in 
the United States, they re- 
sult in 400 to 500 deaths ac- 
cording to federal highway 
administrators. 
“He was the life of every 
party. He had an infec- 
tious happiness about him. 
He knew everybody and if 
he didn’t, he would find a 
way to know them,” said 
state Sen. Matthew Lesser, 
a fellow Democrat who de- 
scribed Williams as one of 
his closest friends. “He was 
a rising star in the Legisla- 
ture with an incredible fu- 
ture in front of him and the 
next minute he was taken 
away from us.” 
Connecticut is seeking to 
join a growing number of 
states, including Massachu- 
setts, trying to curb the fre- 
quency of deadly wrong- 
way highway collisions by 
turning to new crash pre- 
vention technologies. 
A $2.6 million pilot program 


in Massachusetts seeks to 
discourage wayward driv- 
ers by installing wrong-way 
vehicle detection systems 
at highway ramps. 
When the system detects 
a car entering a ramp in 
the wrong direction it sets 
off flashing lights, signs and, 
at some locations, audible 
alarms to alert the driver. 
“It gives you an opportu- 
nity to hit the brakes, realize 
you’ve gone in the wrong 
direction and turn around,” 
said Massachusetts High- 
way Administrator Jona- 
than Gulliver. 


If the driver continues de- 
spite the warning system, 
state police receive a no- 
tice of a possible wrong- 
way driver. The highway 
operations center is also 
notified so they can imme- 
diately activate message 
boards on the roadway 
to let other motorists know 
someone might be driving 
in the wrong direction to- 
ward them. In Massachu- 
setts, around 30 fatalities 
have been attributed to 
wrong-way vehicle crashes 
since 2014, officials said. 
Gulliver said the state is 


drawing in part on wrong- 
way detection initiatives in 
other states, including Tex- 
as and Rhode Island. 
Older drivers, younger in- 
experienced drivers and 
impaired drivers including 
those under the influence 
of alcohol tend to be more 
at risk of initiating wrong- 
way crashes, according to 
researchers. 
Most wrong-way crashes 
that result in a fatality occur 
at night, when it’s harder to 
see signs. A disproportion- 
ate number also happen 
on the weekend, which 


could coincide with in- 
creased alcohol consump- 
tion. 
“When wrong-way driver 
crashes happen they gen- 
erally lead to fatalities. 
They are some of the most 
deadly crashes we have, 
especially 
when 
they’re 
on the interstates involving 
high speed,” Gulliver said. 
Last July, a crash involving 
a wrong-way car on an in- 
terstate in northern Illinois 
left seven people dead, 
including five children. In 
November, five people, in- 
cluding two children, were 
killed in Alabama when 
their car entered the high- 
way going the wrong way 
and hit an 18-wheeler. 
Last year, Kentucky re- 
ceived a $5 million fed- 
eral grant to help prevent 
wrong-way crashes on in- 
terstates. And in 2017, Ari- 
zona announced what it 
called a first-in-the-nation 
pilot program to use ther- 
mal camera technology to 
address wrong-way driving 
problems. 
Connecticut last year tout- 
ed a $20 million program 
intended to install cameras 
on wrong-way signs across 
the state that would trig- 
ger flashing lights when a 
wrong-way driver is de- 
tected after these types of 
crashes led to nearly two 
dozen deaths in 2022 a 
dramatic spike from earlier 
years. q 


A “Wrong “Way” sign warns drivers from entering westbound on an eastbound exit ramp from the 
Massachusetts Turnpike, Route I-90, in Boston, Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023. 


Associated Press 


States seek ways to curb deadly highway wrong-way crashes 


NEW YORK (AP) — Lithium 
ion batteries used to power 
electric bicycles and scoot- 
ers have already sparked 
22 fires that caused 36 in- 
juries and two deaths in 
New York City this year, four 
times the number of fires 
linked to the batteries by 
this time last year, officials 
said Friday. 
Fire Commissioner Laura 
Kavanagh said Mayor Eric 
Adams’ administration is 
“coming at this problem 
from every single angle,” 
including working with the 
City Council and the fed- 
eral 
Consumer 
Product 
Safety Commission on ad- 
ditional regulations for the 


batteries and educating 
the public on their proper 
use and storage. 
“These are incredibly dan- 
gerous devices, and we 
must make sure that mem- 
bers of the community are 
handling 
them 
properly 
and using them safely,” Ka- 
vanagh said at a briefing 
on public safety. 
Many of the fires blamed 
on the batteries have been 
caused by malfunctioning 
devices left to charge over- 
night and placed in a hall- 
way or near a door where 
they can trap people inside 
a burning apartment. Three 
children and an adult were 
injured this month when a 
charging battery started a 
fire in their upper Manhat- 
tan apartment at 1:30 a.m., 
officials said. 


Fire Department Chief of 
Operations John Esposito 
said after the Feb. 5 blaze 
that when the battery over- 
heated and sparked a fire, 
“it blocked the egress out 
of the apartment, trapping 
the family.” 
Kavanagh said the e-bike 
batteries “present often an 
immediate inability to exit 
one’s room or one’s apart- 
ment or one’s home. So it’s 
really critical that we work 
with all our partners up here 
in government around en- 
forcement, around edu- 
cation, around combat- 
ing the hazards that these 
present to citizens and first 
responders.”q 


A delivery worker rides his electric bicycle past the New York 
Stock Exchange, March 16, 2020, in New York. 
Associated Press 


E-bike batteries blamed for 22 NYC fires, 2 deaths this year 
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ROME (AP) — Pope Fran- 
cis has essentially national- 
ized all assets and property 
owned by Vatican depart- 
ments and affiliated insti- 
tutions, declaring them to 
be 
sovereign 
patrimony 
owned by the Holy See and 
not any individual or office. 
The action outlined in a 
new law published Thurs- 
day marks Francis’ latest 
initiative to centralize Vati- 
can assets so they can be 
managed properly, follow- 
ing years of mismanage- 
ment that led to huge loss- 
es and, prosecutors allege, 
criminal wrongdoing. 
Francis previously stripped 
the Vatican’s secretariat 
of state of its 600 billion- 


euro ($635 billion) portfo- 
lio and ordered the assets 
transferred to the Vatican’s 
patrimony office following 
a scandal involving a 350 
million-euro investment in a 
London property. 
Vatican prosecutors have 
charged 10 people, includ- 
ing a cardinal, of defraud- 
ing the Holy See of tens of 
millions of euros through 
the London venture. 
The new law makes clear 
that the Holy See owns any 
asset, security or property 
owned or acquired by a 
Vatican office or affiliated 
institution. 
This 
“ecclesiastic 
public 
property” 
is 
“entrusted” 
to individual departments 


to use but is destined for 
the universal needs of the 
church to fulfill its mission, 
the law states. 
In previous stages of Fran- 
cis’ financial reforms, the 
Vatican ordered all Vati- 
can offices to submit to 
standardized annual bud- 
geting 
and 
accounting 
measures. 
Individual 
of- 
fices, 
or 
congregations, 
were allowed to operate in 
financial silos before then. 
The pope also centralized 
and overhauled the Vati- 
can’s investment strategy 
to ban speculative invest- 
ments and to prioritize pru- 
dent investing in industries 
that promote the common 
good.q 


By BARRY HATTON 
Associated Press 
LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 
World landmarks were lit 
up in the colors of Ukraine’s 
national flag as people 
across the globe threw their 
support behind the country 
Friday on the anniversary of 
Russia’s full-scale invasion. 
The Empire State Building, 
the Eiffel Tower and Sydney 
Opera House gleamed in 
yellow and blue in solemn 
remembrance of the out- 
break of the war on Feb. 
24, 2022. 
The conflict has affected 
economies 
worldwide, 
bringing shortages of en- 
ergy, grain and fertilizer, 
and the date drew people 
to peace rallies and other 
events in the Middle East, 
Asia and Latin America, as 
well as Europe. 
Among 
the 
memorials, 
stunts and ceremonies, a 
wrecked Russian tank was 
put on display in Berlin, a 
bloody cake with a skull 
on top of it was left in a 
Belgrade street, Ukraine’s 
flag was held aloft amid 
tears in the sizzling Bangkok 
sun, and Japanese monks 
prayed for the dead. 
A rusting T-72 tank was 
placed outside the promi- 
nent 
Russian 
Embassy 
building on the German 
capital’s Unter den Linden 
boulevard. The tank was 
struck in the Kyiv region in 


the early stages of the war, 
which began on Feb. 24, 
2022. It was taken to Berlin 
by a private group, which 
said that the Ukrainian de- 
fense ministry’s Military His- 
tory Museum loaned it. 
Destroyed Russian armor 
litters parts of Ukraine af- 
ter months of battlefield 
setbacks for the Kremlin’s 
forces. “The whole world 
should see that there are 
many people in Germany 
who stand behind Ukraine, 
so that’s why we’re putting 
the Russians’ scrap tank 
in front of their door,” said 


Wieland Giebel of the Ber- 
lin Story group, who was 
one of the exhibit’s orga- 
nizers. The activists wanted 
to hand over a demand 
for Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin to be put on trial 
for genocide in Ukraine. 
They left a cake, covered 
with red icing representing 
blood and with a skull on 
top of it, on the pavement 
near the embassy. 
U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Su- 
nak stepped outside his 
office at No. 10 Downing 
Street, joining Ukraine’s am- 
bassador and some Ukrai- 


nian soldiers being trained 
in the United Kingdom for 
a minute’s silence in com- 
memoration of those killed 
in the fighting. 
King Charles III published a 
message lauding the “re- 
markable 
courage 
and 
resilience” of the Ukrainian 
people. A teenage Ukrai- 
nian pianist forced to flee 
her country with her moth- 
er when the war broke out 
gave a solo performance 
at a shopping mall in the 
city of Liverpool in north- 
west England. 
Alisa Bushuieva, age 13, 


wore a traditional Ukrainian 
floral headband and dress 
as she played her country’s 
national anthem. 
At a convention center 
in 
Utrecht, 
Netherlands, 
about 2,000 Ukrainian ref- 
ugees gathered to hear 
by video link a speech by 
Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelensky, and in Brus- 
sels hundreds gathered to 
wave the Ukrainian flag 
and chant “Slava Ukraini!” 
(Glory to Ukraine). 
In northern Europe, people 
placed candles on the steps 
of Helsinki Cathedral at a 
memorial event for Ukraine 
war victims, and in southern 
Europe peace quotations 
printed on jute bags were 
displayed in Rome as part 
of an installation by Italian 
artist Gianfranco Meggiato 
entitled “The Meeting: The 
Symbol of Peace.” 
Moscow planned no spe- 
cial events for Friday, as 
most Russians took a na- 
tionwide day off amid an 
extended public holiday. 
As part of authorities’ re- 
lentless effort to prevent 
any sign of dissent, police 
in some areas visited activ- 
ists’ homes to warn them 
against trying to stage any 
demonstrations. 
Ukrainians living in Brazil 
protested outside the Rus- 
sian Consulate in Sao Pau- 
lo, with one sign comparing 
Putin to Adolf Hitler.q 


People shout slogans during a protest by pro-Ukraine people against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
in Istanbul, Turkey, Friday, Feb. 24, 2023. 


Associated Press 


People across the world gather to mark war anniversary 


Pope Francis arrives for his weekly general audience in the Pope 
Paul VI hall at the Vatican, Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Pope nationalizes Vatican assets, property in new reform 


WORLD NEWS 
Saturday 25 February 2023 
A6 


By KANIS LEUNG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — A Chi- 
nese 
diplomat 
accused 
the U.S. consul general in 
Hong Kong of interfering in 
its affairs after he said the 
city’s freedoms were erod- 


ing and warned the Ameri- 
can not to cross political 
“red lines.” 
Consul General Gregory 
May gave a video address 
last month in which he ex- 
pressed concern over di- 
minished freedoms in Hong 


Kong and said its reputa- 
tion as a business center 
depended on adherence 
to international standards 
and the rule of law. 
The Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs Office in Hong Kong 
said its commissioner Liu 
Guangyuan met with May 
recently to express objec- 
tions to his “inappropriate” 
words and deeds. 
“Liu also drew three red 
lines for US consul general 
and US consulate general 
in Hong Kong, which is not 
to endanger China’s na- 
tional security, not to en- 
gage in political infiltration 
in Hong Kong, and not to 
slander or damage Hong 
Kong’s development pros- 
pect,” his office said in re- 
ply to inquiries from The As- 
sociated Press. 
Liu also urged May to abide 


by diplomatic ethics, the 
office added. 
The U.S. consulate in Hong 
Kong did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. 
May, in his address to the 
U.S. Center for Strategic & 
International Studies, also 
cited a decision by China’s 
legislature that lets Hong 
Kong’s executive branch 
decide 
whether 
foreign 
lawyers can be involved in 
national security cases in 
the city. 
The decision was made 
after the city’s top court 
allowed 
pro-democracy 
publisher Jimmy Lai to hire 
a British lawyer to represent 
him as he fights collusion 
charges that could bring a 
life prison sentence if he is 
convicted. 
Liu’s office accused May of 


slandering the rule of law 
and freedom in Hong Kong 
when he questioned the 
legal decision made in Bei- 
jing and other changes in 
Hong Kong’s governance. 
The U.S. and other democ- 
racies have been critical 
of China’s crackdown on 
political freedoms in the 
former British colony, which 
was handed back to China 
in 1997 with a promise by 
Beijing to keep Western- 
style liberties under a “one 
country, 
two 
systems” 
framework. 
Hong Kong is among a raft 
of issues that have sent ties 
between Beijing and Wash- 
ington to their lowest level 
in years, including tech- 
nology and trade, human 
rights, threats against Tai- 
wan, and China’s claims in 
the South China Sea.q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — A Dutch parlia- 
mentary inquiry released 
a damning report Friday 
into the government’s han- 
dling of lucrative natural 
gas extraction that caused 
a string of earthquakes in 
the northern province of 
Groningen, saying that au- 
thorities put profits before 
people. 
“The interests of the people 
of Groningen have been 
structurally ignored in natu- 
ral gas extraction in Gronin- 
gen, with disastrous conse- 
quences for the people of 
Groningen,” the commis- 
sion said in a statement. 
The conclusions in the near- 
ly 2,000-page report are 
the latest damaging blow 
to the credibility of Dutch 
governments 
that 
have 
been led for more than a 
decade by Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte. 
He declined Friday to re- 
act to the report’s findings, 
but acknowledged that 
the conclusions were “hard 
and painful” and under- 
score why people in Gron- 
ingen “are angry and sad 
and that people feel un- 
safe and abandoned.” 
Two years ago, Rutte’s last 


ruling 
coalition 
resigned 
over a parliamentary in- 
quiry’s report into a scan- 
dal over efforts to stamp 
out child welfare payment 
fraud that wrongly labeled 
thousands of parents as 
fraudsters. 
Hans 
Vijlbrief, 
the government’s minister 
in charge of mines, said Fri- 
day was a day for the peo- 
ple of Groningen and not 
for political consequences. 
“I, myself, feel shame about 
what has happened here 


and that means we have 
to do something about it,” 
he told reporters. 
Gas was extracted in Gron- 
ingen for decades by a 
consortium including en- 
ergy giants Shell and Exx- 
onMobil before the Dutch 
government, spurred into 
action by the quakes that 
were shaking homes in the 
region, took a decision 
in 2018 to gradually stop 
pumping gas out of the 
ground. 


The Dutch state earned 
363 billion euros from Gron- 
ingen gas, the report said. 
Extraction from the Gron- 
ingen field one of the 
world’s largest at 2,800 bil- 
lion cubic meters has now 
all but stopped, with only 
enough pumped to keep 
gas installations in the re- 
gion operational. The field 
is not expected to re-open 
even amid the energy wor- 
ries prompted by Russia’s 
yearlong war in Ukraine. 


Thousands of households 
are still waiting for their 
homes to be strengthened 
after years of shaking dam- 
aged buildings. Thousands 
more are awaiting com- 
pensation. 
An organization that rep- 
resents 
many 
of 
them, 
Groninger Bodem Beweg- 
ing, said the inquiry report 
could be summed up with 
the words: “Too little, too 
late,” and called for action 
from the government. 
The commission said the 
government and energy 
companies used what they 
called “security of supply” 
as a “smoke screen.” 
It made a string of recom- 
mendations, including that 
the government make the 
processing of claims for 
damage 
easier, 
ensure 
enough money is avail- 
able for compensation and 
strengthen the role of the 
country’s mining regulator. 
Marjan van Loon, president 
director of Shell Nether- 
lands, said the report was 
right to focus on the plight 
of people in Groningen. 
“Groningen residents bore 
a large part of the burden 
of gas production and saw 
only a small part of the 
benefits,” she said in a writ- 
ten statement.q 


Support beams stabilize an historic farm in Hunzinge, northern Netherlands, on Jan. 19, 2018. 


Associated Press 


Inquiry issues damning report into Dutch gas drilling 


A man walks past U.S. Consulate in Hong Kong, March 15, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Beijing official in Hong Kong warns US envoy after speech 
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FITCH visits Aruba for an overview of the island’s recovery 


(Oranjestad)— Last month, 
representatives from Stan- 
dard & Poors visited Aruba. 
This time round, the island 
received a visit from rep- 
resentatives of the finance 
agency FITCH to talk with 
different stakeholders and 
get a better overview of the 
island’s recovery. 


Aruba is a country that is fi- 
nancially dependent on in- 
ternational trade. This was 
tradition before the pan- 
demic of Covid-19. In or- 
der to achieve this, it is very 
important that agencies 
like FITCH and Standard & 
Poors have a good over- 


view of the island’s finan- 
cial structure. 
FITCH is impressed with the 
island’s recovery, and they 
also realized that Aruba 
was one of the countries 
that was most affected by 
the pandemic. They also 
indicated that Aruba was 
able to see a positive re- 
covery thanks to the swift 
and firm decision-making 
by the local government. 


After this visit, the represen- 
tatives will go back to the 
states to evaluate the infor- 
mation they were given in 
order to publish a new rate 
for Aruba, which will be 


published in approximately 
a month or so. As soon as 
the pandemic hit, they im- 
mediately 
downgraded 
Aruba, because they had 
no idea what would hap- 
pen to the island’s econ- 
omy. The hope now is that 
Aruba could receive an 
upgraded rate, where this 
will indicate that recovery 
is going well. 


“God willing, we will pull 
through this financial im- 
passe and the rating will 
become positive very soon. 
We will have to wait a few 
more weeks to get the re- 
sults, and they will publish 


this so the entire world can 
see how Aruba is recover- 
ing financially. Efforts made 
by unions and the positiv- 
ity from the government 


and every citizen on this 
island are the results of our 
financial recovery,” Aru- 
ban Prime Minister, Evelyn 
Wever-Croes, expressed.q 


The Aruban government to continue its collaboration with Qredits 
Aruba to help local businesses 


(Oranjestad)—During a public meeting in 
the parlament of Aruba this Thursday, the 
National Ordinance Draft was approved 
in order to empower the Minister of Eco- 
nomic Relation, Mr. Geoffrey Wever, to 
help—together with Qredits Aruba—a total 
of 50 local businesses receive an invest- 
ment loan with a reduced interest fee es- 
pecially designed for small business and 
merchants. 


This is proof that the government does in- 
deed work with the private sector to em- 
power small businesses, create jobs and 
stimulate entrepreneurship. Based on this 
cooperation, Qredits invested 1.2 million 
florins to finance approximately 50 small 
companies with a reduced interest rate of 
5.75%. 


This cooperation between the Ministery of 
Economic Relations and Qredits Aruba will 


also make sure to give 80 people the op- 
portunity to participate in the Small Busi- 
ness Academy. There was also the posibil- 
ity for young adults to participate in the 
program called “Be Your Own Boss.” Both 
programs aim to provide education for ex- 
isting and future businesses. 


During the pandemic, the government 
had to find ways to help small businesses 
quickly, seeing the extraordinary situation 
at the time, for which there was no time to 
wait. At that time, a donation was made 
to Qredits Aruba, which in return made 
them able to help more than 100 compa- 
nies make ends meet. Minister Wever indi- 
cated that “no policies can be made in 
regards to this, and we are grateful for the 
assistence given to small businesses during 
a difficult time.” The minister is also happy 
that Parlament has given the aproval for 
this new draft.q 


The Dominican community of Aruba 
celebrates their independence this Sunday 


This Sunday, February 26th, the community of 
the Dominican Republic in Aruba will be cel- 
ebrating their Independence and Flag Day 
with a small event in which they extend an 
invitation to the entire Aruban community to 
participate. 


To celebrate a day with the family, the Do- 
minican community living on the island in- 
formed—per tradition—that they will be cel- 
ebrating their day with a small event starting 
from 10am at the Carnaval Village in San 
Nicolas. Afterwards, they will unite at the 
Plaza Juan Pablo Duarte, which is located at 
Leeuwenhoekstraat in the down town area. 
Even though the official Independence Day 


falls on the 27th of February, they will be cel- 
ebrating this Sunday so that the whole family 
can enjoy. 
This is an important day for the Dominican 
community, as this is the biggest national hol- 
iday in the Dominican Republic. On February 
27th, 1844, politician and member of the Do- 
minican army, Juan Pablo Duarte, founded 
the country together with a secret society to 
proclaim the country’s independence. 
The most traditional way of celebrating this 
day is through parades across different cities. 
This also includes military parades from the 
Dominican armed forces, in which the sol- 
diers all wear their uniform and drive around 
in tanks and trucks. q 
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Farmers Market at the Ostrich Farm 


Every first Sunday of the month the Ostrich 
Farm organized and facilitate the largest 
farmers market on the island. Everything sold 
during the farmers market are locally craft- 
ed, produced and grown. Locally artisans 
and farmers gather at the farmers market to 
showcase proudly their products. 


You can find the best artisan bread & pas- 
tries, hot sauces, jams,cooking sauces, fresh 
egg and honey that comes from small bee- 
keepers, vegetarian snacks from locally 


soured beans call Dubaru. 


Then you have the very talented local arti- 
sans that share their unique and one-of-a- 
kind art such as driftwood paintings, high 
quality jewelry, baby clothing, knitting prod- 
ucts, ceramic mugs/cups and plates, Cala- 
bash art, organic soap and cosmetic and so 
much more! 


The Farmer’s market is held under a large, 
covered area so you can shop comfortably 
in the shade. The restaurant in the premises 
serves delicious local lunches and fresh fish 
when available. Ice cold local beer, smooth- 
ies, fresh fruit shakes and not to be missed 
serves the best shaved ice on the island! 


And the Ostrich tours is of course offered as 
well. 


For everybody young and old here is some- 
thing to do, shop, relax and enjoy a great 
family outing and most of all come and sup- 
port the local artisans and farmers every first 
Sunday of the month from 10:00 to 14:00, 
Matividiri 57, follow our facebookpage or In- 
stagram @arubaostrichfarm and be notified 
for each upcoming farmers market 


Skipp and Winnie, Aruba ambassadors are back in Aruba 


This 
amazing 
couple 
came this year for their 
39th time in Aruba and 
have seen all the tourism 
development over the last 
years. Winnie celebrated 
her 84th birthday here in 
Aruba surrounded by all 
her friends that are now 
became family. 


Winnie 
was 
a 
school 


teacher for 36 years and 
also helping in her hus- 
band Garage business. 
Skipp has always been in 
business and started his 
first business at age 10 and 
that was a Bicycle repair 
shop and after some years 
open his Garage. Funny 
story, but the same first 
customer when he started 
at age 10 became his first 


customer in the garage 
business. 


They are coming back in 
July to celebrate their 40th 
visit to our island Aruba 
and also their 60plus and 
plus wedding anniversary. 


Photo 
by 
www.Steve- 
Francees.comq 
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Fundacion Crea Arte Aruba has the immense pleasure to invite our community 
and visitors to our Dushi Aruba to visit our Saturday night ART FESTIVAL 


Oranjestad - This monthly 
event is to promote our 
local Artists, Artisans and 
Creative entrepreneurs to 
exhibit, show and sell their 
Art, their Artisanal cre- 
ations, and handmade or- 
ganic products. 


The Palm Beach Plaza Mall 
offers its fantastic halls on 
the second floor to the 
participants of this event; 
Wide spacious halls, a cov- 
ered area under the roof, 
elevators and rolling stairs, 
clean restrooms, well ven- 
tilated 
corridors, 
ample 
parking spaces. What else 
can you ask for. This is a 
fine moment and opportu- 
nity for all artists to join. 


Artists can work and create 
Art during the month and 
come on the last Saturday 
of each month to promote 
themselves, show, exhibit 
and sell their creations. 
Youngsters and teens who 
create Art and desire to sell 


are also welcome. Talent- 
ed kids who wish to sing, 
dance, or play a music in- 
strument are very welcome 
too. 


Fundacion Crea Arte only 
requires from the inter- 
ested participants to call, 
watsapp or email to give 
their information regard- 
ing their creations and or 
artisan products that will 
be displayed. This is not a 
farmers’ market; no plants, 
no animals, no clothes, 
and the likes are allowed. 
The rules of the premises 
are to keep it clean and 
at 10 o’clock all items must 
be removed. To help the 
promotion and marketing 
efforts of the ART FESTIVAL 
sponsors, volunteers and 
donations are very needed 
and very welcome. 


Our ART FESTIVAL is under 
the direction of miss Miriam 
de L’IsLe, who is the mo- 
tor behind this endeavor. 


Because as an artist herself 
she knows the struggle of 
the local artist to promote 
their own ART. She encour- 
ages the artists to sign up 
and join our ART FESTIVAL 
Important note: participa- 
tion is free of charge; bring 
your own table, chair and 
we assign your spot. We do 
it for the love of ART. Show 
your Support for our local 
artists. Calling all artists and 
artisans to join us Saturday 
25 February from 4 to 9pm 
at Palm Beach Plaza Mall’s 
second floor and each last 


Saturday of every month. 


For more information and 
questions about this event 
please feel free to contact 
us! Send an e-mail to: fun- 


dacioncreaartearuba@ 
gmail.com call or watsapp 
5637111. We thank you 
in advance for your kind 
collaboration toward the 
ARTS.q 
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Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost 


Fresh fruits make a tropical 
holiday’s picture complete. 
Whether you see the man- 
go’s hanging in the trees or 
the fresh fruit cocktail on the 
side table of your pool bed, 
the link is there: you are in 
the tropics. Aruba grows 
her own fruits and veggies 
and there are some pretty 
out-of-space local species 
you may never had heard 
of, but really healthy and 
delicious. 


Mispel 
This is a fruit with a charac- 
ter (5-10 cm/2-4 inches). 
It does not ripe until it is 
picked or falls off the tree. 
Mispel is hard with a sand- 
paper like texture when im- 
mature, soft and juicy when 
ripe. It's technically a berry, 
but contains a skin similar to 
that of a kiwi. It's grainy and 
sweet, with a light, musky 
flavor. The sap or gum from 
the tree is also a source of 
'chicle' the original ingredi- 
ent used to make chewing 
gum. Rich in tannins, anti- 
oxidants shown to contain 
anti-inflammatory 
com- 
pounds, and vitamin C, es- 
sential for healthy immune 
function. 
Season: 
year- 
round. 


Kenepa 
Ovoid 
green 
fruit 
that 
grows in bunches on trees 
up to 30m high. The fruit is 
related to the lychee and 
have tight, thin but rigid 
skins. Inside the skin is the 
tart, tangy, or sweet pulp 
of the fruit covering a large 
seed. The pulp is usually 


cream or orange colored. 
Kenepa 
strengthens 
the 
immune system, and pre- 
vents the reproduction of 
bacteria and viruses in the 
body. This fruit is highly rec- 
ommended to treat lung 
infections and urinary tract 
infections. It also helps to 
cure insomnia and rejuve- 
nates the nervous system. 
Season: the fruit typically 
ripen during the summer. 


Druif 
There is no chance you 
did not bump into one of 
the sea grape trees while 
spending your vacation on 
Aruba. The sea grape plant 
is often used in ocean-side 
landscaping in sandy soil 
right on the beach and it 
produces clusters of fruit 
that resemble grapes. Are 
sea grapes edible? Yes, 
they are. Animals enjoy sea 
grapes and humans can 
eat them as well, and they 
are used to make jam. They 
contain very low calories 
and sugar, enabling good 
bacterium to digest food 
and excrete waste quickly 
which is effective in pre- 
venting constipation. Sea- 
son: Sep-Oct. 


Shimaruku 
Maybe Aruba’s most popu- 
lar wild fruit tree. You may 
have noticed cars at the 
side of the road and peo- 
ple picking those red ber- 
ries. Well, that’s Shimaruku. 
The local habit to stop for 
these delicious fruits goes 
from generation to genera- 
tion. Its fruit’s degree of sour 


depends on the amount 
of rain it gets. Red Shima- 
rukus tend to taste better 
than orange. The fruit has 
super power: a true vi- 
tamin bomb. Adults only 
need to eat 3-4 of these 
berries to meet their daily 
recommended amount of 
Vitamin C. Season: Rainy 
months (Oct-Jan). 


Tamarind 
A delicious, sweet fruit that 
has a wide variety of uses 
and applications, both for 
medicinal and culinary pur- 
poses. It is a medium-sized 
bushy tree with evergreen 
leaves and fruit that devel- 
ops in pods characterized 
by long, brown shells. In- 
side is a sticky, fleshy, juicy 
pulp, which is the Tamarind 
fruit. Both sweet and sour 
in taste, the fruit contains a 
significant level of vitamin 
C, as well as vitamin E, B vi- 
tamins, calcium, iron, phos- 
phorous, potassium, man- 
ganese, and dietary fiber. 
There are also a number of 
organic compounds that 
make tamarind a power- 
ful antioxidant and anti-in- 
flammatory agent. Season: 
March. 


When it comes to veggies 
the island certainly offers 
a home-grown selection. 
They taste delicious and 
have their specific talents 
to boost your immune sys- 
tem. Start the day with a 
‘batida’ 
(smoothie) 
en- 
riched with a local veggie 
touch or select your restau- 
rant that offers local vege- 
table dishes to get the real 
pure taste of it. 
Konkomber chiquito 


This is a sort of local squash, 
but looks like a cucumber 
with prickly skin. The taste 
however is bitterer than the 
cucumber and the vegeta- 
ble is smaller in size but big- 
ger in width. Inside is a soft, 
fleshy pulp and seeds, just 
like the cucumber. Konk- 
omber chiquito is grown in 
the island and used in sal- 
ads and ‘stoba’ (stew) or 
on its own in vinegar. The 
veggie contains multiple B 
vitamins, including vitamin 
B1, vitamin B5, and vitamin 
B7 (biotin). B vitamins are 
known to help ease feel- 
ings of anxiety and buffer 


some of the damaging ef- 
fects of stress. Additionally 
this veggie is rich in two of 
the most basic elements 
needed for healthy diges- 
tion: water and fiber. Sea- 
son: year- round. 


Jambo 
Family of Okra, also known 
as ‘lady’s fingers’: a green 
flowering plant. Okra be- 
longs to the same plant 
family as hibiscus and cot- 
ton. A classic favorite dish 
in Aruba is Sopi di Jambo. 
It has long been favored 
as a food for the health- 
conscious. It contains po- 
tassium, vitamin B, vitamin 
C, folic acid, and calcium. 
It’s low in calories and has a 
high dietary fiber content. 
Recently, a new benefit of 
including okra in your diet 
is being considered. Okra 
has been suggested to 
help manage blood sugar 
in cases of type 1, type 2, 
and gestational diabetes. 
Season: year- round. 


Bonchi' Cunucu 
A long, small bean, boiled 
for a side dish or snack. 
Long beans have a chewy, 
crunchy texture–more so 
than snap beans–and a 
flavor reminiscent of the dry 
navy bean or asparagus. 


Besides stir-fry, soups and 
salads, the long bean is a 
good choice for stewing, 
braising (to remain chewy 
and firm), sautéing, shal- 
low frying, and deep fry- 
ing. With cooking, the long 
bean’s bean flavor intensi- 
fies. Long beans are low in 
calories, about 45 calories 
per cup, and rich in vitamin 
A and also contain vitamin 
C and potassium. Season: 
year-round. 


Pompuna 
In the endless summer of 
Caribbean living we only 
have to concern ourselves 
with a wet season and a 
dry season. Still we do in- 
dulge heavily in the plea- 
sures of pumpkin and enjoy 
Caribbean pumpkin reci- 
pes year round. A popular 
dish in Aruban restaurants 
is Sopa Di Pompuna, don’t 
miss it. This dish is made of 
pumpkin soup, and pars- 
ley. Pumpkins are rich in 
flavonoid 
polyphenolic 
antioxidants such as xan- 
thin, lutein and carotenes 
and also contain vitamins. 
Pumpkin seeds are a good 
source of omega-3 fatty 
acids, 
vitamins, 
minerals 
and 
proteins. 
Pumpkins 
are used to make desserts, 
breads and soups.q 
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Linda Wolff, a trajectory dedicated to folkloric music 


ORANJESTAD – Linda was 
born on the 9th of May 1955 
in Aruba. At a very young 
age, she discovered her 
love and talent for singing. It 
didn’t take long before she 
affiliated to the Santa Anna 
Choir and began dedicat- 
ing to singing at the Santa 
Anna church in Noord. 


IN 1979, Mr. Jossy Brokke Jr. 
organized a Mexican fes- 
tival at the Club IOWUA, 
and here Linda participat- 
ed singing the song ‘Los 
Laureles’ and was among 
the 10 finalists. She went 
on to represent Aruba in 
the grand Mexican Festival 
of the Antilles, which took 
place at the Holiday Inn ho- 
tel in Curaçao. Linda gave 
a beautiful performance 
that night. Back then, Linda 
wa spart of the Mariachi 
Montañeros of Noord. 


Since that time, Linda con- 
tinued dedicating to sing- 
ing and continued dem- 
onstrating her talent and 
gaining experience as a 
singer of Ranchera music. 


Linda Wolff was the main 
singer of Mariachi Gua- 
darincana for a long time, 
where Linda would sing at 
family parties, birthdays, 
weddings and other spe- 
cial activities. She contin- 
ued participating in most 
Mexican 
festivals, 
show- 
casing her love for this mu- 
sic genre, with her sensual 
voice and an attractive 
and charismatic personal- 
ity which proved popular 
among those loving the 
mariachi music. 


In a past interview, Lin- 
da said that back when 
she and her cousins were 
young 
teenagers, 
they 
started their own home 
‘aguinaldo’ – traditional 
Christmas music – and to- 
gether at the yearend they 
would sing all the Venezue- 
lan carols: tucusito, o luna, 
fuego al canon etc. show- 
ing the joy and union that 
they had to enjoy and sing 
as a family. 


Linda did not stop at ma- 
riachi music, but also dedi- 
cated herself to music and 
singing participating in dif- 
ferent festivals, including 


Gospel, 
Dande, 
Tumba 
and a festival dedicated to 
our Flag and Anthem, 18th 
of March and folkloric mu- 
sic. 
In many occasions, Linda 
was a finalist in these festi- 
vals by showing her beauti- 
ful voice in each song. 


In 1994 she participated in 
the grand Festival Tipico y 
Dande and she was the first 
finalist in the female cat- 
egory. 
In 2010, Linda participated 
in the Gospel Festival – Sol- 
diers of Christ and finished 


in 5th place. The following 
year in the same festival 
she won second place. 
In 2018, Linda received a 
well-deserved award at the 
Cas di Cultura, awarded by 
Fundacion Artistar during a 
Mexican music festival for 
children and youth. Linda 
took guitar lessons and she 
was accompanying herself 
for her favorite songs. 


After a while, Linda inte- 
grated into the group Lirios 
del Campo by invitation 
and was directed by Mr. Vi- 
cente Tromp, with Linda as 
singer and guitarist. 
Linda also sang in the pop- 
ular group The New Dimen- 
sion, before she went on to 
join the popular group Pla- 
centero Ritmo y Cuerde. 


Linda was part of Placen- 
tero Ritmo y Cuerde for 
many years. 
Back in 1993, when Sea- 
port Market Place would 
organize weekly activities 
including a Tropical Night, 


Placentero would animate 
this night with rhythm and 
flavor for tourists and locals 
to enjoy, and Linda was 
already part of the group 
singing and moving to the 
rhythm to the songs of their 
own production. 


During her trajectory with 
this group, Linda sang many 
times at family parties and 
any celebration through- 
out the year. She partici- 
pated in different festivals 
and had the opportunity 
of recording different songs 
for the yearend, many of 
them composed by Mr. 
Robert Maduro. 


Linda Wolff was a great per- 
son and singer with an un- 
matched charisma, hum- 
ble and charming char- 
acter, always cheerful. On 
18th of January our people 
said our final goodbyes to 
Linda in sadness but con- 
soled by her beautiful and 
unforgettable memories.q 
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By SAM KEMMIS of Nerd- 
Wallet 
Most personal finance ad- 
vice boils down to this: Save 
as much as you can, and 
spend as little as you can. 
That’s the simplest way to 
accumulate wealth, build 
investment income and 
achieve financial indepen- 
dence (even if it’s not so 
simple in practice). 
Yet when it comes to travel 
rewards those points and 
miles earned through air- 
line, hotel and credit card 
programs this conven- 
tional wisdom is turned on 
its head. Saving a million 
miles might sound impres- 
sive, but it’s generally a 
poor financial decision. 
“I hear all the time from 
business 
travelers 
who 
‘saved their miles for retire- 
ment,’ and are devastated 
to learn that the purchas- 
ing power of their miles isn’t 
what it would have been 
five, ten, fifteen years ago,” 
Tiffany Funk, co-founder 
and president of travel re- 
wards booking search tool 
Point.me, said in an email. 


This photo provided by United Airlines shows a scene from United Airlines 2023 Super Bowl NFL 
football spot. 
Associated Press 


Millennial Money: How to avoid points 
and miles hoarding 


“Programs have success- 
fully made loyalty curren- 
cies feel so valuable that 
people are often reluctant 
to use them because they 
are afraid they are giving 
up too much value.” 
Several factors explain why 
hoarding travel rewards 
isn’t a great idea: 
POINTS 
DEVALUE 
OVER 
TIME. 
Although 2022 was a rare 
exception 
where 
many 
points became more valu- 
able because of the rela- 
tive cost of cash fares, re- 
wards generally lose their 
value over time. 
THEY’RE 
UN-INVESTABLE. 
Unlike dollars, which can 
be invested to reap the 
benefit of compound in- 
terest over time, travel re- 
wards just sit there. 
SOME POINTS EXPIRE, AND 
PROGRAMS CAN ALWAYS 
GO BELLY UP. 
There’s nothing guaran- 
teeing the value of points 
and miles except the com- 
panies offering them. 
Yet, despite these facts, 
the saving habit can be 


hard to undo. Especially for 
those with a psychological 
bias 
toward 
“maximiza- 
tion.” 
CAN’T GET NO SATISFAC- 
TION 
Analysis paralysis can pose 
one of the biggest chal- 
lenges to inveterate points 
and miles hoarders. Making 
the decision to spend that 
pile of rewards accumulat- 
ed during the pandemic is 
one thing. Actually spend- 
ing them is another. 
“Airline revenue systems 
are intentionally opaque,” 
Funk said. “So even if your 
credit card offers the abil- 
ity to transfer points to 
partners, your bank literally 
doesn’t have the mecha- 
nisms to guide you through 
which partner makes sense 
for a given trip, what the 
expected pricing should 
be or even how to book 
flights with that program.” 
This opacity freezes many 
would-be spenders in their 
tracks, making them sec- 
ond-guess whether a given 
redemption offers the best 
value. This bias toward get- 
ting the most value, while 
positive on its surface, can 
lead to a spiral of compari- 
son shopping and waiting 
for the perfect redemp- 
tion. 
“I just give the advice not 
to overthink it,” says Adam 
Nubern, a certified public 
accountant who special- 
izes in serving digital no- 
mads. q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
San Nicolas tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


For Sale By Owner 
Wk 10 divi Links Golf & beach 
rm 2301 1br/2ba rtu:exp2044 
+10 accelerated Sleeps 4 $7500 
Wk 9 divi Little bay St. Maarten 
rm 621 1br/2ba rtu: 
exp.2042 
+10 accelerated Sleeps 4 $4500 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 


________________________________216297 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
Russia launched a rescue 
ship on Friday for two cos- 
monauts and a NASA as- 
tronaut whose original ride 
home sprang a dangerous 
leak while parked at the In- 
ternational Space Station. 
The new, empty Soyuz 
capsule should arrive at 
the orbiting lab on Sunday. 
The capsule leak in De- 
cember was blamed on a 
micrometeorite that punc- 
tured an external radia- 
tor, draining it of coolant. 
The same thing appeared 
to happen again earlier 
this month, this time on a 
docked Russian cargo ship. 
Camera views showed a 
small hole in each space- 
craft. The Russian Space 
Agency 
delayed 
the 
launch of the replace- 
ment Soyuz, looking for any 
manufacturing defects. No 
issues were found, and the 
agency proceeded with 
Friday’s predawn launch 
from Kazakhstan of the 
capsule with bundles of 
supplies strapped into the 
three seats. 
Given the urgent need for 
this capsule, two top NASA 
officials traveled from the 
U.S. to observe the launch 
in person. To everyone’s 
relief, the capsule safely 
reached orbit nine min- 
utes after liftoff “a perfect 
ride to orbit,” NASA Mission 
Control’s Rob Navias re- 
ported from Houston. 
Officials had determined 
it was too risky to bring 
NASA’s Frank Rubio and 
Russia’s Sergey Prokopyev 
and Dmitri Petelin back 
in their damaged Soyuz 
next month as originally 
planned. With no coolant, 
the 
cabin 
temperature 
would spike during the trip 
back to Earth, potentially 
damaging computers and 
other equipment, and ex- 
posing the suited-up crew 


In this handout photo released by Roscosmos State Space Corporation, the new, empty Soyuz 
MS-23 capsule blasts off at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome in Baikonur, Kazakhstan, on 
Friday, Feb. 24, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Russia launches rescue ship to space station after leaks 


to excessive heat. 
Until the new Soyuz pulls 
up, 
emergency 
plans 
call for Rubio to switch 
to a SpaceX crew cap- 
sule that’s docked at the 
space station. Prokopyev 
and Petelin remain as- 
signed to their damaged 
Soyuz in the unlikely need 
for a fast getaway. Having 
one less person on board 
would keep the tempera- 
ture down to a hopefully 
manageable level, Russian 
engineers concluded. 
The damaged Soyuz will 
return to Earth with no 
one aboard by the end of 
March, so engineers can 
examine it. 
The three men launched in 


this Soyuz last September 
on what should have been 
a six-month mission. They’ll 
now stay in space for a 
full year, until a new cap- 
sule is ready for their crew 
replacements for liftoff in 
September. It was their 
Soyuz that just launched 
with no one on board. 
The damaged supply ship 
was filled with trash and 
cut loose over the week- 
end, burning up in the 
atmosphere as originally 
planned. 
“The Russians are continu- 
ing to take a really close 
look” at both spacecraft 
leaks, 
NASA’s 
deputy 
space 
station 
program 
manager 
Dana 
Weigel 


told reporters earlier this 
week. “They’re looking at 
everything ... to try to un- 
derstand that.” q 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
USA Basketball put togeth- 
er different rosters for all 
six World Cup qualifying 
windows, and coach Jim 
Boylen noticed the same 
two things with each of 
those groups. 
One, every player beamed 
when putting on the “USA” 
jersey for picture day. Two, 
by the third or fourth day of 
practice, the players were 
coaching each other. 
It took 52 players and more 
than a year, but the job is 
done USA Basketball is go- 
ing to the World Cup in the 
Philippines this summer. The 
U.S. won’t have to sweat it 
out this weekend when the 
final spots in the 32-team 
field get claimed, after ral- 
lying to beat Uruguay on 
Thursday and clinching a 
berth. 
“When they put on the USA 
jersey, the same jersey that 
LeBron James wore, the 
same jersey that Kobe Bry- 
ant wore, the same jersey 
of the senior men’s nation- 
al team, there’s a joy from 
those guys unlike what I’ve 
ever seen,” Boylen said. 
“And then it clicks: They’ve 
reached a higher level of 
distinction and they’ve got 


to come together. That’s 
what happened.” 
Boylen has led the U.S. to 
a 9-2 record in qualifying, 
with one game left at Bra- 
zil on Sunday. It’s mean- 
ingless, on paper, for the 
Americans, but could de- 
cide whether Brazil goes to 
the World Cup or not. 
For many of the U.S. players, 
Sunday could be the last 


time they play with “USA” 
on the front of the jersey. 
The World Cup roster will 
be filled by NBA players; 
the qualifying teams, with 
a handful of exceptions, 
were primarily players from 
the G League. 
If the U.S. finishes as one of 
the best two teams from 
the Americas region in 
the World Cup, they’ll also 


qualify for the 2024 Paris 
Olympics. 
The Americans are the four- 
time defending Olympic 
champions. 
“All I want them to do is 
take care of business,” said 
guard Langston Galloway, 
who played in the most 
qualifying games for the 
U.S. over the last 15 months. 
“I feel like I’m part of their 


success to some extent. 
We’ve done our job and 
now we hand it over to the 
next group and let them 
finish the job.” 
MELO ON BOARD 
Carmelo Anthony was in- 
troduced in Manila on Fri- 
day as the newest FIBA 
World Cup Global Ambas- 
sador. 
He said it was special to be 
picked for the role, espe- 
cially since his close friend 
Kobe Bryant was an am- 
bassador for the 2019 World 
Cup in China. Anthony said 
it was “special to kind of 
follow what Kobe has cre- 
ated on a global scale.” 
“I’m 
sure 
he 
definitely 
would have been here 
with me, watching these 
games, 
coming 
over, 
hanging in the Philippines 
and just enjoying himself,” 
Anthony said. 
“For me, I can continue 
part of his legacy, but also 
establish what I have to es- 
tablish for myself.” 
Anthony, 
a 
three-time 
Olympic champion, joins 
Pau Gasol and Luis Scola 
as ambassadors. 
“I’m glad we’re not com- 
peting no more. We’re on 
the same side now,” An- 
thony said. q 


BETHESDA, Md. (AP) — The 
union for Major League 
Soccer players criticized 
FIFA, its rules-making body 
and the league for failing 
to allow trials of temporary 
substitutes to replace play- 
ers suspected of sustaining 
concussions. 
The International Football 
Association Board said Jan. 
18 that no consensus was 
reached on the proposal 
for trials by MLS and Eng- 
land’s Premier League. The 
IFAB includes four represen- 
tatives from FIFA and one 
each from the governing 
bodies of England, Scot- 
land, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. 
“FIFA and IFAB’s shortsight- 
ed, 
misguided 
decision 
demonstrates once again 


their failure to prioritize play- 
er health and safety in our 
sport,” the Major League 
Soccer Players Association 
said in a statement Friday. 
“Their refusal to act pro- 
vides yet another example 
of global soccer’s broken 
governance structure.” 
The union maintained cur- 
rent rules “do not provide 
sufficient time for the prop- 
er assessment of players for 
potential concussions.” 
“Players too often remain in 
games with head injuries,” 
the MLSPA said. “Medical 
professionals 
also 
agree 
that the solution to this 
problem is to provide for 
temporary concussion sub- 
stitutes to allow players to 
be properly evaluated.” 
MLS starts its season Satur- 


day, and the union said the 
league should have adopt- 
ed a trial without the IFAB’s 
approval. 
“The league’s lack of cour- 
age leaves us with an out- 
dated model that fails to 
protect players from further 
injury and allows tradition 
to triumph over science,” 
the union said. “It is incum- 
bent upon federations and 
leagues such as the USSF 
and MLS to choose for 
themselves that the time 
for change is now. Instead, 
FIFA, IFAB, the USSF and MLS 
are knowingly putting play- 
ers at substantial risk. They 
each deserve to be held 
accountable.” MLS Com- 
missioner Don Garber said 
Wednesday 
the 
league 
was powerless to act with- 


out IFAB approval. He main- 
tained the league was will- 
ing to innovate and cited 
adoption of video review in 
2017 as an example. 
“I get it. The global game 
has got to have the same 
rules and it’s not as easy for 
us just to introduce on our 


own,” he said. “We want 
them to do it. We’ll be the 
first league to say we’ll do 
it, like we tested VAR, the 
first league to do that, and 
now that’s obviously em- 
braced 
throughout 
the 
sporting world. But I’m op- 
timistic and hope.”q 


FIBA Global Ambassador Carmelo Anthony carries a trophy before the games against Philippines 
and Lebanon at the FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023 Asian Qualifiers at the Philippine Arena in 
Bulacan province, north of Manila, Philippines on Friday Feb. 24, 2023. 


Associated Press 


U.S. savors World Cup berth; Carmelo Anthony named ambassador 


Minnesota United midfielder Kervin Arriaga (33) sits up after 
having his head bandaged from an injury trying to head a 
corner kick during the first half of an MLS soccer game against 
the Houston Dynamo, Saturday, Aug. 27, 2022 at Allianz Field in 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Associated Press 


MLS union criticizes FIFA, league over 
concussion subs 
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By TIM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer 
Seattle Mariners manager 
Scott Servais spent parts of 
11 seasons and nearly 800 
games behind home plate 
as a catcher with four fran- 
chises, mostly in the 1990s. 
During that era one domi- 
nated by Hall of Famers 
Mike Piazza and Ivan Ro- 
driguez the skills needed 
at backstop were clearly 
defined. 
“Could you throw guys out, 
how did you do blocking 
the ball and could you hit 
with power?” Servais said. 
“That’s how the position 
was evaluated.” 
A generation later, those 
attributes 
have 
been 
joined by a more subtle 
but equally significant skill: 
pitch framing. 
During 
baseball’s 
data 
revolution, the fine art of 
making borderline pitches 
look like strikes was found 
to be a game-changing 
craft one that could be as 
impactful as Piazza’s power 
or Rodriguez’s arm. 
The calculus, though, could 
be about to change, along 
with an equation that’s in- 
cluded the human element 
for nearly 150 years. 
While pitch clocks, big- 
ger bases and other rules 
changes debut this year 
at the major league level, 
the Automated Ball-Strike 
System will receive its big- 
gest experiment yet at Tri- 
ple-A. ABS will be used four 
days per week to call every 
pitch at baseball’s highest 
minor league level. 
On the other three days, 
umpires 
will 
traditionally 
call balls and strikes with a 
challenge system in place 
teams will be able to ap- 
peal a handful of calls to 
the 
so-called 
robo-zone 
each game. 
To many, ABS has begun 
to feel inevitable. Umpires 
have already agreed to al- 
low it at the major league 
level when it is ready. 
Which means that within a 
season or two, everything 
around home plate could 
change. 
“It’s going to be here,” Ser- 
vais said. 
Others think Major League 
Baseball, and specifically 
Commissioner Rob Man- 
fred, don’t recognize how 


seismically 
such 
a 
shift 
could alter the sport. 
“I don’t see it happening,” 


said Yankees All-Star and 
distinguished pitch-framer 
Jose Trevino. “I don’t think 
Manfred 
has 
any 
idea 
what’s going on whenever 
he talks about that kind of 
stuff. He’s obviously nev- 
er put the gear on, so he 
doesn’t know.” 
Manfred, who last summer 
told ESPN that ABS could 
reach the majors by 2024, 
has cautioned this spring 
that the robo-umps remain 
in “the evaluation phase.” 
In order to be adopted in 
the big leagues, ABS would 
need to be approved by 
an 11-member competi- 
tion committee that in- 
cludes four players. 
“There are issues that are 
still the topic of really con- 
siderable discussion within 
the ownership group and 
even more that are going 
to have to be resolved in 
the joint committee pro- 
cess 
with 
the 
players,” 
Manfred said. 
“The framing issue is one of 
those. I mean it’s a legiti- 
mate concern on the part 


of at least a subset of play- 
ers.” The subset includes 
some coaches, too, includ- 


ing New York Yankees di- 
rector of catching Tanner 
Swanson a pioneer of sorts 
in teaching backstops to 
steal strikes. 
An appreciation for pitch 
framing had been under 
way for nearly a decade 
when 
Swanson 
jumped 
from college coaching to 
join the Minnesota Twins or- 
ganization before the start 
of the 2018 season. 
Among his most impactful 
ideas: If catchers received 
pitches while down on one 
knee as opposed to a tra- 
ditional squat, they’d be 
better positioned to steal 
strikes near the bottom of 
the zone. 
Within just a couple sea- 
sons, the one-knee ap- 
proach he coached with 
Minnesota was being used 
across the majors. 
“When I got into pro ball, 
I think it really kind of 
opened the curtain to like, 
‘OK, now this is not only ex- 
tremely valuable, but this is 
something that we should 
be prioritizing just in terms 


of the frequency in which it 
happens relative to all the 
other skills.’” Swanson said. 


Swanson preaches subtle 
movements with the glove 
on every borderline pitch 
just enough trickery to sway 
even the most well trained 
umpire. Even if it came at 
the expense of blocking 
pitches or throwing out 
runners, the data showed 
framing trumped all other 
skills. 
Swanson has had several 
notable success, starting 
with Mitch Garver in Min- 
nesota and most recently 
Trevino, who was an All-Star 
and Gold Glove winner last 
season. Trevino convert- 
ed 53.8% of non-swinging 
strikes on the edges of the 
zone into strikes best in the 
majors, according to MLB’s 
Statcast. 
The knee-down catching 
technique is already be- 
ing taught to youth catch- 
ers on up, and there’s now 
an entire generation of big 
league catchers trained to 
put pitch presentation first. 
“Framing’s 
always 
been 
big,” said Baltimore catch- 
er Adley Rutschman, last 


year’s AL Rookie of the 
Year 
runner-up. 
“Since 
probably my junior year in 
high school, it’s been a big 
point of emphasis. 
Got to college, same thing, 
and in the pros, same 
thing.” 
Robot umpires, of course, 
can’t be fooled. So what 
happens when framing falls 
out of focus? 
One name comes to mind 
for Servais: Piazza. 
“Mike was actually a pret- 
ty good receiver. But he 
could bang it, he could re- 
ally hit and he just changed 
the position in my era,” Ser- 
vais said. 
“So there’ll be more em- 
phasis put on offense. 
“Receiving won’t matter at 
all. 
You’ll see guys set up with 
guys on base in throwing 
position, their bodies will be 
halfway turned because 
it won’t matter. So you’ll 
teach the position differ- 
ently.” 
Unless, of course, receiving 
does still matter. 
“When you have two al- 
ternatives, some of those 
alternatives are better at 
addressing issues,” Man- 
fred said. “Obviously, the 
challenge 
one 
reduces 
dramatically the framing is- 
sue for catchers in terms of 
the value placed on fram- 
ing. So you know, more to 
follow on that one, but I 
think it’s a mistake to auto- 
matically assume that ABS 
is coming on any particular 
timeframe.” 
Regardless, Swanson be- 
lieves 
one-knee 
down 
stances are likely here to 
stay because it takes stress 
off catchers’ bodies and 
puts them in better position 
to block pitches, with their 
body 
already 
centered 
lower to the ground. 
But the valuations and 
evaluations 
will 
change 
if framing’s significance is 
lessened. 
“I don’t think it’s good for 
the game at all,” Trevino 
said. 
“There’s guys out here that 
are good defensive catch- 
ers for a real long time. 
Guys that are still in the 
game that are defensive 
catchers. 
think that takes away from 
the art of the catcher.”q 


Chicago White Sox catcher Adam Hackenberg runs drills during an MLB spring training baseball 
practice, Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023, in Phoenix. 
Associated Press 


MLB catchers wary of looming robo umps amid rules changes 


